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Educational Materials 
 

“So you own a Pit Bull in Harris County?”: 
(English) 
 

Brochure included in sleeve 
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“So you own a Pit Bull in Harris County?”:   
(Spanish) 

 
Brochure included in sleeve 
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Promotional Materials 
 

T-Shirt: 
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Leash & Pencils: 
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Book Cover/Poster: 
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Dog Bandana: 

 

 

 

Marley sporting his dog bandana 
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Press Release: 
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Form Letter to Eligible Person in HCPHES VPH Database: 
(English) 
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Form Letter to Eligible Person in HCPHES VPH Database: 
(Spanish) 
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Distributed Community Flyer: 
(English & Spanish) 
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Newspaper Advertisement:  
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 Veterinary Health Exam & Vaccinations Voucher: 
 
 
Voucher included in sleeve 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page | 14 

 
Veterinary Public Health 

 
 

Publicity 
 
Houston Chronicle 
 
 
Friday October 9th, 2009 
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Houston Chronicle (Continued) 
 
Friday October 9th, 2009 
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Northeast News 
 
Tuesday, October 27th, 2009 
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Northeast News 
 
Tuesday, October 27th, 2009 
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Community Educational Activities & Events 

Calendar of Events and Activities:  

  

Month 2009 Activity or Event 
February Community business leaders 

East Aldine District  
Harris County Juvenile Probation Department 
Community veterinary clinics 
Door-to-door canvassing  
Educational materials distribution 

March Spay-Neuter Pit Bull Day logistics planning & event 
Gang awareness training 
Door-to-door canvassing  
Educational materials distribution 
Harris County Juvenile Probation Department  
Aldine Y.O.U.T.H 
Harris County Sherriff’s Office – Aldine Store Front 

April Humane Society U.S. conference call to review youth recruitment strategies 
Juvenile Guidance Community meeting 
East Aldine District presentation  
Annie Casey Juvenile Detention Alternatives Foundation meeting 
Northeast Community Center health fair 
Baylor College of Medicine meeting to review youth recruitment strategies 
Aldine Y.O.U.T.H board meeting 
Door-to-door canvassing  
Educational materials distribution 
Community veterinary clinics 
Door hangers 
Northeast News article and advertising 
Harris County Sherriff’s Office – Aldine Store Front 

May Aldine Crime Awareness Meeting 
Local radio show  
Harris County Juvenile Probation Department  
East Aldine District  
Aldine Y.O.U.T.H 
Door-to-door canvassing  
Anti-gang stakeholder meeting 
Canvassing at local parks/recreational facilities 
Door hangers 
Community businesses 
Harris County Sherriff Office – Law Enforcement Anti Gang Task Force 
Educational materials distribution 
Tricks for Pits Spay-Neuter Day 
Harris County Sherriff’s Office – Aldine Store Front 
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Month 2009 Activity or Event 
June Direct mail to 425 qualified pit bull type owners 

Canvassing at local parks/recreational facilities 
Door-to-Door canvassing  
Apartment complex canvassing 
East Aldine District  
Aldine Public Library 
Aldine Independent School District 
Aldine Y.O.U.T.H 
Educational materials distribution 
Community businesses 
Community veterinary clinics 
Harris County Sherriff’s Office – Aldine Store Front 

July Apartment complex canvassing 
Canvassing at local parks/recreational facilities 
Door-to-Door canvassing  
Community businesses 
Educational materials distribution 
Aldine Public Library 
Aldine Y.O.U.T.H 
Harris County Sherriff’s Office – Aldine Store Front 
Community veterinary clinics 

August Tricks for Pits Class  
Educational materials distribution at park 
Class review with participants 

September Tricks for Pits Class 
Spay-neuter day for TRICKS FOR PITS dogs 
Educational materials distribution 
Class review with participants 

October Tricks for Pits Class 
Educational materials distribution 
Class review with participants 

November  Educational materials distribution 

December Educational materials distribution 

Month 2010 Activity or Event 

January  Tricks for Pits Class 
Educational materials distribution 
Class review with participants 

February Tricks for Pits Class 
Educational materials distribution 
Class review with participants 

March Tricks for Pits Class 
Educational materials distribution 
Class review with participants 
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Class Curriculum Details 

Curriculum: 
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House Keeping: 
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Supplies List: 
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Graduation Test Review: 
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Test Sheet: 
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Graduation 

Program: 

October 7, 2009 

                                                  Graduation program included in sleeve  
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Program: 

October 19, 2009 

                                                  Graduation program included in sleeve 
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Program: 

March 8, 2010 

Graduation program included in sleeve 
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Graduation Certificate:

 

 

Hugo and “Gotti” after graduation 

 

 

 

 

 

Jose and Blade after graduation 

 

 



Page | 29 

 
Veterinary Public Health 

 
 

Graduation Decorations: 
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Rosette: 
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Representative Examples of Youth Feedback 

 
“My name is Daniel Monsivias & this is my dog 
called Apache. 
 
 My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program was when Apache finally laid 
down for the first time.  The whole program 
was cool and I loved it all.   
 
 The most important thing I have learned is the 
leave it command.  Before the class, Apache 
chewed the remote control and my Mom was 
mad at me.  Now he leaves stuff alone when I 
tell him to leave it!  My brother, David also 
helped and the most important thing for him 
was that he learned to pay attention to Apache. 
 
The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is getting to meet more dogs and  
dog owners and getting to train my dog.   
 
Thank you!” 
 

 

 
 

“My name is Santos and this is my dog, Mimi. 
 
 My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is the help and support given to me and Mimi.  
 
The most important thing I have learned is that we have 
other friends and other places to go, but our dogs only 
have us. 
 
The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is the tricks and cues that help us train our dogs.  
 
Thank you!” 
  



Page | 32 

 
Veterinary Public Health 

 
 

 

 
“My name is Carmen and this is my dog, Casper. 
 
 My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is working with my dog. 
  

The most important thing I have learned is how Casper 
learned to have better manners. 
  

The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is that most dogs didn’t listen before they were 
trained.  Thank you” 

 

 
 
 

 
“My name is Oscar and this is my dog, Rocky.  
 
My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR PITS program is 
teaching Rocky to sit.  
 
The most important thing I have learned is for Rocky to come 
whenever he’s called. 
  
 The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR PITS program 
is that I found out that dogs can pay attention!  Thank you” 

 
 
“My name is Pamela and this is my dog, Boots.    

 

My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is that it really taught me how my dog reacts in 
situations, and how to train her.  
  
The most important thing I have learned is how to notice 
her different personalities and deal with that personality.   
 
The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is how easy the people helping us made it to 
train our dogs.  Thank you!” 



Page | 33 

 
Veterinary Public Health 

 
 

 
 
 
 “My name is Monica and this is my dog, Money. 
 

My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is that Money was able to meet new people 
and do something different each week. 
 
  

The most important thing I have learned is that 
Money loves to learn new things all the time! 
 
The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is that she learned to do high 5’s on her spare 
time.  Thank you!” 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
“My name is Patricia and this is my dog, Wrangler 
and my brother holding Boots”. 
 

My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is that it taught me and Wrangler what 
good behavior actually is. 
 
 

The most important thing I have learned is not to 
reward bad behavior. 
 
  

The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is how to gain control over your 
uncontrollable pet!  Thank you!” 
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 “We are Myra and Nyra and  
this is Roxy & Puppet. 
 

Our favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is everything we learned & that 
Roxy & Puppet listen to us now. 
 
  

The most important things we have learned is 
never to hit Roxy or Puppet when they don’t 
understand.  We also learned how to teach the 
dogs.  We now know that they don’t always 
“get it” the first time.   
 
  

The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is the tricks Roxy & Puppet can 
do now and how all of the dogs in the class 
were able to get along.  Thank you and Thank 
you!!!” 

 

  
“My name is Desiree and this is my dog, Rosie.  
 
 My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR PITS program is 
ALL OF IT!  
 
Things like Rosie’s improvement and how she is becoming 
better socialized. 
  

The most important thing I have learned is watch me! 
  

The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR PITS program 
is seeing Rosie’s improvement each week.  Thank you!” 
  
 
 
 
 
 

“My name is Gloria and this is my dog, Candy. 
 

My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR PITS program 
is that I learned tricks that I had never heard of.  
  
The most important thing I have learned is park it because 
she used to always jump on the table. 
 
The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR  
PITS program is teaching my dog how to focus.” 
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“My name is Alizabeth and this is my dog, 
Bruno. 
  
My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is teaching him things so he can 
be a well behaved dog. 
  
The most important thing I have learned is 
keeping him away from other dogs. 
  
The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is seeing him learn things I 
didn’t know he was able to do.  Thank you!” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
“We are Angel and Jessica & this is our dog called 
Spike. 
 
  

Our favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR PITS           
program is that people were not scared here because 
everyone had a pit bull.   
 
The most important thing we have learned is to 
practice, practice & practice and to be consistent.  
 

 
The most interesting parts of the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is how every dog got along and were not 
afraid. Thank you!” 
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“My name is Isahias and this is  
my dog, Dino. 
  
My favorite thing about the TRICKS  
FOR PITS program is 
EVERYTHING we did with our pit 
bull dogs. 
  
The most important thing I have 
learned is that my dog can be more 
disciplined.  He is better disciplined that 
I’ve ever seen him. 
  
The most interesting part of the 
TRICKS FOR PITS program is keeping 
our pit bulls with us and not let them 
loose, or get lost at the pound or 
abused.  Thank you!” 
  
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“I am Dominique & this is my dog called Lino. 
 
 

My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR PITS           
program is teaching Lino to sit. 
 
  

The most important thing I have learned is is getting 
Lino to park it when told. 
  
  

The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is the way the teacher teaches and to love 
my dog.   Thank you!” 
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“We are Israel & Patricia & this is our dog called  
Luffy D. Monkey, but everyone calls him 
Monkey. 
 
Our favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is that Monkey is able to learn. 
 

The most important thing we have learned is 
that it takes time to teach and we have to be 
patient. 
 
The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is all the toys 
Monkey was given each week and how much he 
loves them! Thank you!” 
  

 
  

 
 
 
 
“I am Baldomero, but people call me Junior.  
This is my dog called Cougar. 
 
My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is teaching Cougar to sit. 
 
The most important thing I have learned is 
being able to train my dog. 
  
The most interesting part of the TRICKS 
FOR PITS program is getting Cougar to shake 
and give me high 5’s!   Thank you!” 
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“I am Beatriz & this is my dog called Rocky. 
 

My favorite thing about the TRICKS FOR PITS program 
is how our teacher interacted with the pit bulls and 
explained everything to me. 
 
  

The most important thing I have learned is 
communication with Rocky and how to get him to 
understand me.   
 
The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is how easily Rocky learns.  It is amazing! 
 
Thank you!” 
  

 

 

 

“I am Marlayna & this is my dog called Princess. 
 
 

My favorite things about the TRICKS FOR PITS program 
is the trick called “find it”. 
 
  

The most important thing I have learned how to praise my 
dog and when to praise her. 
 
 

The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is learning how to go quickly right with Princess 
when we are walking to heel.  Thank you” 
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“My name is Michael and this is my dog, 
Diamond. 
  
My favorite things about the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is meeting people who care, help 
us, and take the time to show us  how to work 
with our pits 
 
The most important thing I have learned is how 
to treat my dog.  I have learned not to hit her or 
say no.  I have learned to love my dog. 
  
The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is watching all  of the dogs do 
their tricks. 
Thank you!” 
 

 “My name is Ruby and this is my 
dog, Rocco. 
  
My favorite thing about the 
TRICKS FOR PITS program is 
giving a chance for pit bulls to clear 
their name and show how they are 
like other dogs.   
  
The most important thing I have 
learned is that it’s not only the dog 
that needs to be trained; also it’s 
the trainers as well. 
 

The most interesting part of the 
TRICKS FOR PITS program is 

how well it worked out with each 
and every dog.   Thank you!” 
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“I am Adriana & this is my dog called Earthquake. 
 
 

My favorite things about the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is the interaction with other pit bull  

owners and getting an A+ on the TRICKS FOR 

PITS test. 
 
 

The most important thing I have learned getting 
Earthquake to stay when he is told. 
 

The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is getting Earthquake to find things 
for me.  
 
Thank you!!!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

“My name is Monica and this is my dog, Beans.         
  
My favorite things about the TRICKS FOR PITS 
program is the positive time I spend with him.  I 
used to think of him as just a dog, and did not 
give him dedicated attention. 
  
The most important thing I have learned is 
patience and to not give up. 
  
The most interesting part of the TRICKS FOR 
PITS program is learning about Beans’ 
personality.   I used to think he was deaf when he 
ignored me.   Now I know he is stubborn and 
chooses not to listen.  I have learned how to get 
him interested and to listen to me. 
Thank you !” 
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Sad and Heartfelt Note from Monica Vasquez (2009 Graduate): 
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Community Acknowledgement 

East Aldine Management District: 

 
The East Aldine Management District presented HCPHES VPH 
with the award pictured left and acknowledgement for its 
contributions for the Responsible Pet Ownership Intervention 
Project (P.E.T.) and the 
Tricks for Pits program.  

 
 
“ The Strategic Partner Awards  
Given to individuals and organizations who provide 
outstanding service in support of district programs and 
initiatives.  
Categories:  
Governmental  
Education  
Public Safety  
Public Health  
Community and Youth Services  
Business 
HCPHES, you, and your team won for your outstanding 
service through educational services and for training to 
our youth with their pets. The Tricks for Pits Program 
was outstanding. Your commitment to teaching 
responsibility and proper ownership and treatment of 
pets can only lead to our youths understanding so many 
other necessary social skills that will make them better 
community members and perhaps one day even 
community leaders. The East Aldine District Board 
recognized this initiative as a part of the comprehensive 
quality of life issue that we cannot address alone and 
for which community partners such as HCPHES are 
invaluable in support of our mission.  
Thank you again for everything you do. See you soon.  
Best Regards,  
Gretchen Larson”  
Economic Development Director  
East Aldine District 5202 Aldine Mail Rt.  
Houston, TX 77039 www.aldinedistrict.org 
 
 

http://www.aldinedistrict.org/
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State Representative – Armando Walle: 
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Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition 

Ninth Congressional District of Texas, Al Green, Member of Congress: 

(Certificate presented to each TRICKS FOR PITS graduate) 
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Aldine Y.O.U.T.H.: 
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Grandparents Raising Granchildren: 
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Invoices Over $100 
A-Z Specialties: 
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A-Z Specialties: 
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Courtney Pet Supply: 
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Little York Veterinary Clinic: 
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NorthEast News: 
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Affordable Pet Clinic: 
(AKA Reddy’s Pet Clinic) 

 
 


